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The President had already been driven to issue one
ultimatum to Germany and he had also sent repeated
warnings to the Allies about their interference with
his cargoes. Yet through the intervening months he
took no steps whatever, despite Colonel House's
frequent urgings, to prepare the country so that a
threat of intervention by her might not ring hollow.
A movement had sprung up in the States for " national
preparedness/5 of which the chief advocate was the
National Security League, that carried on
National a vigorous publicity campaign on behalf

fsSa&dgU6tf military training. But Mr. Wilson
withheld his blessing from the movement,
and it gradually fizzled out. He honestly thought
that he was serving the cause of Peace by an
ostentatious display of his impotence for war. Had
he issued no threats, there was an exalted precedent
for his demeanour. But he did not turn the other
cheek to the smiter, he just rushed to his typewriting
machine to record his feelings about the blow. Such
an attitude was neither divine nor dignified. In effect,
Wilson's k*s actiori prolonged the War by its most
pacifism destructive years. The attitude of the
prolonged President was such as to breed in Germany
the War ^ not unnatural conviction that while
there might be limits to America's neutrality, there
was no fear that even if she declared war, she would or
could really fight. Wilson, if annoyed, would simply
put a little more sulphur in his ink : that would be all.
He had no troops, no guns, no aeroplanes, only a
portable typewriting machine which clicked harm-
lessly and heedlessly. In 1916, a big addition to the
Navy was voted by Congress; but the programme
was to be spread over several years, and no part of
it had materialised when America actually entered